
F
fablefable /�feb(ə)l/ noun a short story
which aims to teach a moral lesson
faceface /fes/ noun the front cover of a
book
facetfacet /�f�st/ noun (in classification)
the whole group of divisions when a
subject is subdivided

COMMENT: There are five kinds of facet in
a class: personality, matter, energy,
space and time.

facilitatefacilitate /fə |�sltet/ verb to make
something possible or easier to do, e.g.
by providing information
facilitatorfacilitator /fə|�sltetə/ noun some-
body who makes it possible for other
people to do things
facilityfacility /fə |�slti/ noun a piece of
equipment that makes it easy to do
something
facingfacing /�fesŋ/ adjective opposite �

The picture was on the facing page.
facing pagesfacing pages /�fesŋ �ped�z/
plural noun the two pages that are
visible when a book is open
facsimilefacsimile /f�k |�smli/ noun an exact
copy of an original
facsimile editionfacsimile edition /f�k |�smli  |

�dʃ(ə)n/ noun a book or print that is
reprinted in exactly the same style as an
earlier edition, often being a photo-
graphic reproduction of the original
factfact /f�kt/ noun something that is
known or accepted to be true
fact-findingfact-finding /�f�kt �fandŋ/ adjec-
tive intended to find out information
about something � noun activity that is
intended to find out information about
something
factorfactor /�f�ktə/ noun one aspect which
affects an event, situation or decision

factualfactual /�f�ktʃuəl/ adjective based on
fact
facultyfaculty /�f�k(ə)lti/ noun a group of
departments in a university or college
within the same academic area � The
library school is within the faculty of
humanities and education studies.
failfail /fel/ verb to be unsuccessful or not
work properly
fail-safefail-safe /�fel sef/ adjective designed
in such a way that nothing dangerous
can happen if any part goes wrong
fair copyfair copy /�feə �kɒpi/ noun the final
version of work which has no mistakes
fakefake /fek/ noun 1. something or some-
body who is not what they pretend to be
2. a false, and usually worthless, copy
fallback systemfallback system /�fɔ�lb�k �sstəm/
noun a system that can be used if the
one in use fails
falsefalse /fɔ�ls/ adjective not correct or
based on wrong information
false alarmfalse alarm /�fɔ�ls ə|�lɑ�m/ noun a
warning of something bad that does not
actually happen
false dropfalse drop /�fɔ�ls �drɒp/ noun 1. a
citation that does not relate to the
subject being searched 2. an irrelevant
reference in indexing
false friendfalse friend /�fɔ�ls �frend/ noun a
word which appears to be similar in
meaning to a word in a different
language, but actually is not
false positivefalse positive /�fɔ�ls �pɒztv/ noun
an instance of a search program or data-
base mistakenly returning something
that is unrelated to the search term

‘Echoing remarks he made last year,
the geneticist said the criminal DNA
database was not sophisticated enough
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to prevent false positives. “The
chances of two unrelated people
matching is 1 in 10 trillion – that is not
good enough”.’ [The Guardian]

falsifyfalsify /�fɔ�lsfa/ verb to change
information so that it is no longer true or
accurate
familyfamily /�f�m(ə)li/ noun 1. a group of
all the characters belonging to the same
typeface, including all the different
fonts 2. a group of related things such as
plants, animals or languages, used as the
basis of classification
family namefamily name /�f�m(ə)li nem/ noun
a surname
fanfan /f�n/ noun a cooling device often
built into electric machines so that they
do not overheat
fan-foldfan-fold /�f�n fəυld/ adjective refer-
ring to a way of folding paper so that
information can be printed on different
parts of it as in a pamphlet
FAQFAQ /f�k, �ef e �kju�/ abbreviation
frequently asked questions
far-sightedfar-sighted /�fɑ� �satd/ adjective
good at guessing what will happen in
the future
fasciclefascicle /�f�skk(ə)l/ noun a section
of a book published in instalments as a
volume or pamphlet
fastfast /fɑ�st/ adverb fixed or held very
firmly
fatal errorfatal error /�fet(ə)l �erə/ noun a
mistake that causes a computer program
to crash
faultfault /fɔ�lt/ noun a weakness or imper-
fection in something
fault tolerancefault tolerance /�fɔ�lt �tɒlərəns/
noun the ability of a computer or
network to preserve the integrity of data
during a malfunction
faultyfaulty /�fɔ�lti/ adjective not working
properly
faxfax /f�ks/ noun an exact copy of a
document sent electronically to a distant
receiver using the telephone network �

verb to send an exact copy of a docu-
ment using the telephone network
fax gatewayfax gateway /�f�ks �$etwe/ noun a
computer or piece of software that
allows users to send e-mail or other
information as a fax transmission to a
remote fax machine

feasibility studyfeasibility study /�fi�zə |�blti
�st�di/ noun a survey and report about
the usefulness and potential of a plan or
policy to see if it will work
feasiblefeasible /�fi�zb(ə)l/ adjective
possible to make or achieve
featherweight antique paperfeatherweight antique paper
/�feðəwet �n |�ti�k �pepə/ noun light,
very thick paper, formerly used for chil-
dren’s books (NOTE: The US English is
high-bulk antique.)
featurefeature /�fi�tʃə/ noun 1. a special char-
acteristic of something 2. a special
article in a newspaper, magazine or
broadcast programme
feefee /fi�/ noun money paid for a service
feedfeed /fi�d/ verb to put information into
a computer
feedbackfeedback /�fi�db�k/ noun comments
from users or customers about what has
been proposed or done
feintfeint /fent/ noun very light lines on
writing paper
Fellow of the Library AssociationFellow of the Library Associa-
tion /�feləυ əv ðə �labrəri ə|

�səυsieʃ(ə)n/ noun the highest qualifi-
cation awarded by the Library Associa-
tion. Abbr FLA
festschriftfestschrift /�festʃrft/ noun a volume
of writings by various people collected
in honour of somebody such as a writer
or scholar
fichefiche /fi�ʃ/ � microfiche
fictionfiction /�fkʃən/ noun stories about
imaginary people and events
fieldfield /fi�ld/ noun a section containing
individual data in a record, e.g. a
person’s name or address
field engineerfield engineer /�fi�ld �end�nə/
noun a maintenance worker who travels
to companies or individual customers to
service their machines
field of studyfield of study /�fi�ld əv �st�di/ noun
an academic area of knowledge being
studied in depth
field separatorfield separator /�fi�ld �sepəretə/
noun a code showing the end of one
field and the start of the next
field testedfield tested /�fi�ld �testd/ adjective
relating to a product or plan that has
been tested in a real situation
fieldworkfieldwork /�fi�ldw��k/ noun the gath-
ering of information about a subject by
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carrying out a direct investigation rather
than reading or talking about it
figurefigure /�f$ə/ noun a printed and
numbered line illustration, map or chart
in a document
filefile /fal/ noun 1. a cardboard holder for
papers which can fit in the drawer of a
filing cabinet 2. a collection of informa-
tion about a particular person or thing 3.
(in computing) a set of stored, related
data with its own name � on file kept in
a list for reference
file cardsfile cards /�fal kɑ�dz/ plural noun
cards with information written on them
which can be stored in a given order to
aid retrieval of the information
file copyfile copy /�fal �kɒpi/ noun a copy of
a document which is kept for reference
in an office, or a copy of a published
book kept in the library of the publisher
file extensionfile extension /�fal k|�stenʃən/
noun a set of characters following the
dot after the name of a DOS file, identi-
fying the file type
file headerfile header /�fal �hedə/ noun infor-
mation about a file stored at the begin-
ning of the file
file lengthfile length /�fal leŋθ/ noun the
number of characters or bytes in a stored
file
file maintenancefile maintenance /�fal
�mentənəns/ noun the practice of
keeping files up to date by changing,
adding or deleting entries

‘One of the most important CD-Roms
to have in such an emergency is
Norton SystemWorks 2003. It is a
suite of programs that could help
revive the computer and even salvage
lost or corrupted files. SystemWorks
can clean up the machine and make
file maintenance a breeze with a
simple mouse click.’ [The Daily
Telegraph]

file managementfile management /�fal
�m�nd�mənt/ noun a set of instruc-
tions used to create and maintain a file
file managerfile manager /�fal �m�nd�ə/ noun
a computer program that arranges and
manipulates files and directories
filenamefilename /�falnem/ noun a set of
characters, sometimes restricted in
number, serving as an identifying title

for a computer file and often including a
file extension
file protectionfile protection /�fal prə|�tekʃən/
noun software or another device used to
prevent any accidental deletion or over-
writing of a computer file
file recoveryfile recovery /�fal r |�k�vəri/ noun
software that allows a computer file that
has been accidentally deleted or
damaged to be recovered
file serverfile server /�fal �s��və/ noun 1. soft-
ware used to manage and store users’
files in a network 2. the number of inde-
pendent systems sharing a resource or
providing a particular service within a
network
file storagefile storage /�fal �stɔ�rd�/ noun
methods of storing files on a disc or tape
file transferfile transfer /�fal �tr�nsf��/ noun
moving a file from one area of computer
memory to another
file transfer protocolfile transfer protocol /�fal
�tr�nsf�� �prəυtəkɒl/ noun a TCP/IP
standard for transferring files between
computers. Abbr FTP
filingfiling /�falŋ/ noun the process of
putting things in order according to a set
system
filing basketfiling basket /�falŋ �bɑ�skt/, filing
tray /�falŋ tre/ noun a container kept
on a desk for documents which have to
be filed
filing cabinetfiling cabinet /�falŋ �k�bnət/
noun a metal box with several drawers
used for storing files
filing clerkfiling clerk /�falŋ klɑ�k/ noun a
clerk who files documents
filing codefiling code /�falŋ kəυd/, filing rule
/�falŋ ru�l/ noun an explicit direction
based on a recognised code for filing
entries in a catalogue
filing systemfiling system /�falŋ �sstəm/ noun
any method of organising documents so
that they can be retrieved easily
filing trayfiling tray /�falŋ tre/ noun a
container often kept on a desk for
storing documents prior to filing
filletfillet /�flt/ noun a thin decorative line
impressed onto the cover of a book, or
the tool used to make it
fill infill in /�fl �n/ verb to write in the infor-
mation required � to fill in a form
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fill outfill out /�fl �aυt/ verb to write the
required information in the blank spaces
on a form � To get customs clearance
you must fill out three forms.
filmfilm /flm/ noun 1. a strip of light-
sensitive material used in a camera to
take photographs 2. a story or event
recorded on film to be shown in the
cinema or on television 3. a very thin
layer of powder or grease
film laminatefilm laminate /�flm �l�mnət/ noun
very thin plastic film attached to the
cover or jacket of a book for protection
film libraryfilm library /�flm �labrəri/ noun a
collection of films and video record-
ings, classified for easy retrieval
film stripfilm strip /�flm strp/ noun a strip of
16mm or 35mm film bearing up to fifty
frames of still photographs with
pictures and captions, sometimes with
sound track attached
filterfilter /�fltə/ verb 1. to select informa-
tion which is to be passed on 2. to allow
information to come out very gradually
finalsfinals /�fan(ə)lz/ plural noun the last
examinations in a university or college
course
financefinance /�fan�ns/ noun money
needed to pay for a project � verb to
provide the money for a project
finance departmentfinance department /�fan�ns d |

�pɑ�tmənt/ noun the people in an
organisation who manage the accounts
financialfinancial /fa|�n�nʃəl/ adjective
relating to or involving money
financial implicationsfinancial implications /fa|�n�nʃəl
�mpl |�keʃ(ə)nz/ plural noun the
consequences of a decision in terms of
how much it will cost
financial planningfinancial planning /fa|�n�nʃəl
�pl�nŋ/ noun the process of working
out the most efficient way to use what
money is available
financial sectorfinancial sector /fa|�n�nʃ(ə)l
�sektə/ noun the part of the economy
that is involved with money transactions
financial yearfinancial year /fa|�n�nʃəl �jə/ noun
a period of twelve months which can
start at any point within the calendar
year, used for managing the budgets of
an organisation and assessing profit and
loss � The university’s financial year

runs from 31st July to 1st August in the
next year.
finding aidfinding aid /�fandŋ ed/ noun a
system to aid retrieval such as a classifi-
cation scheme, catalogue or index
finding list cataloguefinding list catalogue /�fandŋ
lst �k�təlɒ$/ noun a catalogue with
only brief author entries
findingsfindings /�fandŋz/ plural noun
information obtained as a result of
investigation or research
finefine /fan/ noun an amount of money
that has to be paid as a penalty � verb to
make somebody pay money as a punish-
ment � She was fined because the
library books were overdue. � adjective
very thin, soft or small
fine printfine print /�fan prnt/ noun the small
print in a contract or agreement, which
may refer to unfavourable terms and
could be overlooked when signing the
contract
fine-tunefine-tune /�fan �tju�n/ verb to adjust
something by very small amounts
fingerfinger /�fŋ$ə/ noun a software
program that will retrieve information
about a user based on their e-mail
address � verb to use a finger program
to obtain information about somebody
firewallfirewall /�faəwɔ�l/ noun a piece of
computer software intended to prevent
unauthorised access to system software
or data
first-classfirst-class /�f��st �klɑ�s/ adjective 1.
of the highest or best quality 2. of the
best level of service, e.g. in mail or
travel
first editionfirst edition /�f��st  |�dʃ(ə)n/ noun
one of the first number of copies printed
from the same type at the same time
first impressionfirst impression /�f��st m|

�preʃ(ə)n/, first printing /�f��st
�prntŋ/ noun the first printing of a
book
first word entryfirst word entry /�f��st �w��d �entri/
noun an entry under the first word of the
title excluding ‘the’, ‘a’, ‘an’
fitfit /ft/ verb to be the right size or shape
� adjective to be physically capable of
doing something
five laws of library sciencefive laws of library science /�fav
lɔ�z əv �labrəri �saəns/ plural noun
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library laws established by S. R. Ranga-
nathan.

COMMENT: The laws are: 1. Books are for
use. 2. Every reader his book. 3. Every
book its reader. 4. Save the time of the
reader. 5. A library is a growing organism.

fixed backfixed back /�fkst b�k/ noun a cover
that is glued to the back of the pages of
a book
fixed length recordfixed length record /�fkst leŋθ
�rekɔ�d/ noun a computer record which
will only accept information in a pre-set
number of characters
fjfj abbreviation in Internet addresses, the
top-level domain for Fiji
FLAFLA abbreviation Fellow of the Library
Association
flagflag /fl�$/ verb to use a computer code
to mark a record as part of a subset �

noun a mark which is attached to infor-
mation in a computer so that the infor-
mation can be found easily
flapflap /fl�p/ noun either of the two parts
of a dust jacket that fold inside a book’s
cover and are usually printed with infor-
mation about the book or author
flash driveflash drive /�fl�ʃ drav/ noun a small
plastic device functioning as a disk
drive, containing memory chips that
retain their contents without electrical
power and that have a capacity of
between 16 megabytes and 2 gigabytes
of data
flat backflat back /�fl�t b�k/ noun the spine
of a book which is flat and not curved or
‘rounded’
flexibilityflexibility /�fleks|�blti/ noun ability
to adapt to various situations or condi-
tions
flexibleflexible /�fleksb(ə)l/ adjective able to
be altered or changed
flexible learningflexible learning /�fleksb(ə)l
�l��nŋ/ noun a system of teaching
which provides for people of all ages
and educational backgrounds
flexible working hoursflexible working hours
/�fleksb(ə)l �w��kŋ �aυəz/ noun a
system whereby employees can start or
stop work at hours to suit themselves as
long as they work a certain number of
hours in a week
flierflier /�flaə/ noun a small advertising
leaflet designed to encourage customers
to ask for more information

floodflood /fl�d/ noun a large number of
things or a large amount of information
� verb � to flood the market to make a
very large number of a particular item
available for sale at one time, usually
forcing the price down
floor planfloor plan /�flɔ� pl�n/ noun a diagram
showing the layout of a building
floppyfloppy /�flɒpi �dsk/, floppy disk
/�flɒpi �dsk/ noun a small disk for
storing computer information � The
data is on 3 1/2 inch floppies.
Florence AgreementFlorence Agreement /�flɒrəns ə |

�$ri�mənt/ noun a UNESCO agreement
adopted in 1952 which reduces tariffs
and trade obstacles to the international
export and import of books, documents
and other educational scientific and
cultural material
floriationfloriation /�flɒri |�eʃ(ə)n/ noun tooled
decoration on leather binding, in the
form of little flowers
flowchartflowchart /�fləυtʃɑ�t/, flow diagram
/�fləυ �daə$r�m/ noun a diagram
showing the sequence of steps in a
process
flush withflush with /�fl�ʃ wθ/ adjective level
with � The pages were trimmed flush
with the covers.
flyleafflyleaf /�flali�f/ noun an endpaper in a
book
flysheetflysheet /�flaʃi�t/ noun a two- or
four-page tract or circular
fmfm abbreviation in Internet addresses,
the top-level domain for Micronesia
FMFM abbreviation frequency modulation
fofo abbreviation in Internet addresses,
the top-level domain for Faroe Islands
focusfocus /�fəυkəs/ verb to concentrate
one’s attention on something
focus groupfocus group /�fəυkəs $ru�p/ noun a
small group of representative people
who are questioned about their opinions
as part of political or market research
foldfold /fəυld/ verb to bend something,
e.g. a piece of paper, so that one part
covers another
-fold-fold /fəυld/ suffix 1. combining with
numbers to indicate that something has
that number of parts � The problem was
three-fold. 2. indicating that something
has been multiplied by that number �
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The number of library users rose ten-
fold after the advertising campaign.
fold-outfold-out /�fəυld aυt/ noun a sheet that
is put folded into a magazine or book
and can be unfolded to give a much
wider page, used especially for plans
and maps
foliationfoliation /�fəυli |�eʃ(ə)n/ noun the
numbering of consecutive pages in a
book or manuscript
foliofolio /�fəυliəυ/ noun 1. a book made
with paper of a large size 2. a large sheet
of paper folded twice across the middle
to make four pages of a book 3. a page
number
follow-upfollow-up /�fɒləυ �p/ noun a book,
film, article or report that continues a
story or provides further information
fontfont /fɒnt/ noun a set of characters in a
typeface of all the same style, i.e. the
same size, weight and orientation

COMMENT: Each typeface will be
available in many different fonts (Univers,
for example, was designed in 21 different
fonts) and these will include the different
point sizes and weights, such as bold and
italic. In metal setting, the font would
contain different quantities of each
character, according to the frequency of
use of the characters. English fonts will
contain capitals, small capitals, lower
case, punctuation marks, numerals,
ligatures and common symbols, making
about 150 sorts in all. English fonts
contain some accents and special
characters, but many accents which are
standard in, say German or Spanish
fonts, are not included in English. British
fonts contain the pound and the dollar
signs, but American fonts are likely not to
have the pound sign.

font sizefont size /�fɒnt saz/ noun the size of
the characters in a text
font typefont type /�fɒnt tap/ noun the style
of the characters used in printing
foolscapfoolscap /�fu�lsk�p/ noun a large
non-metric size of paper longer than
A4, about 34cm x 43cm

COMMENT: Foolscap takes it name from a
watermark of a clown’s hat used in early
papers; foolscap folio is 13 1/2 x 8 1/2
inches; foolscap quarto is 8 1/2 x 6 3/4
inches and foolscap octavo is 6 3/4 x 4
1/4 inches.

footfoot /fυt/ noun the bottom part of a
page � He signed it at the foot of the
page.

footerfooter /�fυtə/ noun a repeated message
at the bottom of every page in a docu-
ment
footnotefootnote /�fυtnəυt/ noun a note,
usually in a smaller type size, at the
bottom of a page, which refers to the
text above and is for reference only

COMMENT: Footnotes are best printed at
the bottom of a page, as the name
suggests, if they are essential to the
understanding of the text. They can also
be printed at the end of a chapter or at the
end of a book, especially if they are
simply further references or supply
bibliographic details. In learned journals it
is common for them to be printed at the
end of the chapter, which makes the
typesetting of the main text much simpler.
Reference numbers to footnotes are
printed in small superscript numbers after
the relevant word in the text, and in books
the numbers usually run from the
beginning of the text to the end of the
book, consecutively. In journals formed of
several different articles, each article has
its own footnote numbering series.

footprintfootprint /�fυtprnt/ noun 1. the area
covered by a transmitting device such as
a satellite or antenna 2. the area that a
computer takes up on a desk
forbidforbid /fə |�bd/ verb to give instruc-
tions that something must not be done
forbidden bookforbidden book /fə|�bdən �bυk/
noun a book that has been forbidden by
a censor
forecastforecast /�fɔ�kɑ�st/ noun a prediction
or estimate of what is likely to happen in
the future
foredgeforedge /�fɔ�red�/, fore-edge /�fɔ�r
ed�/ noun the front edge of trimmed
pages in a bound book, i.e. the opposite
edge to the spine

COMMENT: Early bound books were
displayed with this edge facing out on the
shelf, hence the name; the title was
written or printed on this edge of the
pages.

foredge marginforedge margin /�fɔ�red�
�mɑ�d�n/ noun the margin along the
foredge of a book. Compare gutter
foregroundforeground /�fɔ�$raυnd/ noun the
front part of an illustration which seems
nearest to the viewer
foreignforeign /�fɒrn/ adjective belonging to
or originating from a different country
foreign-language editionforeign-language edition /�fɒrn
�l�n$wd� |�dʃ(ə)n/ noun an edition
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of an English-language text in transla-
tion
foreign marketforeign market /�fɒrn �mɑ�kt/
noun other countries where exports are
sold

‘…we discovered that the German
market has different brochure sizes
and types to the UK. This caused such
consternation when the German site
administrators uploaded their own
brochures that we had to modify the
content management system…
Companies like WebtraffIQ, fhios and
Bunnyfoot Universality provide
products and services that can help
design professionals get to grips with
foreign markets.’ [Revolution]

forenameforename /�fɔ�nem/ noun a person’s
first or given name
forename entryforename entry /�fɔ�nem �entri/
noun an entry in a catalogue under the
author’s first name instead of the
surname
foreseeable futureforeseeable future /fɔ� |�si�əbl
�fju�tʃə/ noun the near future which
can be reasonably predicted
forewordforeword /�fɔ�w��d/ noun a piece of
text at the beginning of a book as an
introduction, often written by a person
other than the author
forgeryforgery /�fɔ�d�əri/ noun 1. a false
copy made with the intention to deceive
2. the act of making things intended to
deceive
formform /fɔ�m/ noun a pre-printed docu-
ment with spaces where information
can be entered
formalityformality /fɔ�|�m�lti/ noun some-
thing which must be done but which
will not change the situation � The deci-
sion is just a formality which is not
expected to affect the market.
formatformat /�fɔ�m�t/ noun the size, shape
and arrangement of a document � verb
to arrange text on screen as it will
appear in printed form on paper
formattedformatted /�fɔ�m�td/ adjective 1.
made ready for use by a computer 2.
arranged in a particular format
formatterformatter /�fɔ�m�tə/ noun hardware
or software that arranges text or data
according to certain rules
formatting programformatting program /�fɔ�m�tŋ
�prəυ$r�m/ noun a program for auto-

matically putting a computer text into a
certain page format
form entryform entry /�fɔ�m �entri/ noun a cata-
logue entry under the form in which a
book is written � Form entries in the
catalogue were poetry, drama, fiction,
etc.
form modeform mode /�fɔ�m məυd/ noun a
display method on a data entry terminal,
in which the form is displayed on the
screen and the operator enters relevant
details
formulaformula /�fɔ�mjυlə/ noun a set of
numbers, letters or symbols which
represents a mathematical or scientific
rule (NOTE: The plural is formulae.)
fortnightlyfortnightly /�fɔ�tnatli/ adjective
happening every two weeks
FORTRANFORTRAN /�fɔ�tr�n/ noun a
computer programming language for
scientific matter. Full form formula
translator. � assembly language
48mo48mo abbreviation forty-eightmo
forty-eightmoforty-eightmo /�fɔ�ti |�etməυ/ noun
a book printed with 48 pages from a
sheet. Abbr 48mo
forumforum /�fɔ�rəm/ noun 1. a place or
meeting at which matters can be
discussed 2. an Internet discussion
group for people who share a special
interest in something
forwardforward /�fɔ�wəd/ adjective at or
moving towards the front of something
or the future � verb to send on a letter
which has arrived at an address from
which the intended recipient has moved
forwarding addressforwarding address /�fɔ�wədŋ ə|

�dres/ noun an address which you give
to somebody when you move so that
they can send your mail to you
foundation subjectfoundation subject /faυŋ|�deʃ(ə)n
�s�bjekt/ noun any of ten subjects
specified in the 1988 National Curric-
ulum that must be studied in schools in
England and Wales, three of which have
priority as core subjects
4o4o abbreviation quarto
foxedfoxed /fɒkst/ adjective denoting books
or paper stained with yellowish-brown
spots from having been kept in damp
conditions
foxingfoxing /�fɒksŋ/ noun brown spots or
stains on paper caused by poor storage,
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usually found on older documents or
books
foxyfoxy /�fɒksi/ adjective PUBL same as
foxed
foyerfoyer /�fɔe/ noun an area just inside
the main entrance of a large building
where people meet
frfr abbreviation in Internet addresses,
the top-level domain for France
frame of referenceframe of reference /�frem əv
�ref(ə)rəns/ noun a particular set of
ideas or beliefs on which to base one’s
judgement of other things
frameworkframework /�fremw��k/ noun a set
of rules or ideas that can be used to
decide how to behave � They were able
to contain the changes within the frame-
work of the old system.
Frankfurt Book FairFrankfurt Book Fair /�fr�ŋkf��t
�bυk �feə/ noun the most important of
the international book fairs, held each
year in October as a meeting place for
book publishers, printers, literary
agents and booksellers
franking machinefranking machine /�fr�ŋkŋ mə |

�ʃi�n/ noun a machine which prints a
sign on letters to show that the postage
has been paid
fraudfraud /frɔ�d/ noun deception or
trickery carried out to secure an unfair
gain or advantage
freefree /fri�/ adjective 1. available for use
2. not needing to be paid for
-free-free /fri�/ suffix added to adjectives to
show that they do not have the thing
mentioned � acid-free
freedomfreedom /�fri�dəm/ noun the state of
being free to say or do what you want
without restriction
freedom of informationfreedom of information /�fri�dəm
əv �nfə |�meʃ(ə)n/ noun the state of
having free access to all published
information in any format
Freedom of Information ActFreedom of Information Act
/�fri�dəm əv �nfə |�meʃ(ə)n ��kt/
noun a law in the UK which deals with
access to information held by public
bodies
freedom of speechfreedom of speech /�fri�dəm əv
�spi�tʃ/, freedom of the press
/�fri�dəm əv ðə �pres/ noun the state of
being free to write, say or publish what

you want without fear of prosecution as
long as you do not break the law
free enterprisefree enterprise /�fri� �entəpraz/
noun an economic system where busi-
nesses compete for profit without much
government control
freehandfreehand /�fri�h�nd/ adjective done
without the help of instruments
free indexingfree indexing /�fri� �ndeksŋ/ noun
natural language indexing which has no
vocabulary controls
freelancefreelance /�fri�lɑ�ns/ adverb working
for anyone who will pay for your skills
rather than employed by one company
free marketfree market /�fri� �mɑ�kt/ noun an
economic system in which the produc-
tion and sale of goods is controlled by
the buyers and sellers rather than the
government
FreenetFreenet /�fri�net/ noun community-
based access to the Internet, usually run
by volunteers in the USA
free of chargefree of charge /�fri� əv �tʃɑ�d�/
adjective not needing to be paid for
free term listfree term list /�fri� t��m �lst/ noun a
list of terms or indicators to which
others can be freely added
free text searchingfree text searching /�fri� �tekst
�s��tʃŋ/ noun online searching using
natural language rather than a
controlled vocabulary and any aspect of
the record as a search term
free translationfree translation /�fri� tr�ns|

�leʃ(ə)n/ noun a rough translation
which gives the general meaning
without translating the text word for
word
freezefreeze /fri�z/ verb 1. to stop and
display a single frame from a film, TV
programme or video tape 2. to stop
funds or credits being paid
frequencyfrequency /�fri�kwənsi/ noun 1. the
number of times that something
happens in a given period of time 2. a
term used to describe the wavelength of
broadcast transmissions
frequency modulationfrequency modulation
/�fri�kwənsi �mɒdjuleʃ(ə)n/ noun a
radio broadcasting band which reduces
interference. Abbr FM
frequently asked questionsfrequently asked questions
/�fri�kwənt(ə)li ɑ�skd �kwestʃənz/
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plural noun a list of the most common
questions on a particular subject, with
answers, provided on a website or
leaflet. Abbr FAQ
frequent user

frequent user /�fri�kwənt �ju�zə/
noun somebody who makes use of a
service very often
front cover

front cover /�fr�nt �k�və/ noun the
cover on the front of a book or maga-
zine, with the title and usually an attrac-
tive, eye-catching design
front end

front end /�fr�nt end/ noun the
visible part of an application that is seen
by a user and is used to view and work
with information
front flap

front flap /�fr�nt �fl�p/, front jacket
flap /�fr�nt �d��kt �fl�p/ noun a flap
on a book jacket which is tucked into
the front cover of a book, usually with a
blurb on it
frontispiece

frontispiece /�fr�ntspi�s/ noun a
picture at the beginning of a book oppo-
site the title page
front matter

front matter /�fr�nt �m�tə/ noun
same as prelims
front page

front page /�fr�nt �ped�/ noun the
first page of a newspaper which
contains the most important or inter-
esting news
FTP

FTP abbreviation file transfer protocol
fugitive material

fugitive material /�fju�d�ətv mə |

�təriəl/ noun ephemera produced for
short-term purposes and interest
full binding

full binding /�fυl �bandŋ/, whole
binding /�həυl �bandŋ/ noun cased
binding, where the case is completely
covered with a piece of material such as
cloth or leather, as opposed to half
binding. Also called whole binding
full bound book

full bound book /�fυl baυnd �bυk/
noun a book with a full binding
full catalogue entry

full catalogue entry /�fυl �k�təlɒ$
�entri/ noun full details of a publication
full leather binding

full leather binding /�fυl �leðə
�bandŋ/ noun a binding on a hard-
cover book where the whole book is
covered with leather
full stop

full stop /�fυl �stɒp/ noun a punctua-
tion mark (.) which indicates the end of
a sentence

full text databasefull text database /�fυl tekst
�detəbes/ noun a database which
allows full text retrieval

‘The price [for the resource] ranges
from $300 (for the Index only to
libraries serving a smaller number of
users) to $5000 (for the full-text
database to schools, colleges, and
public libraries serving a larger
number of users).’ [Library Journal]

full text retrievalfull text retrieval /�fυl tekst r|

�tri�v(ə)l/, full text searching /�fυl
tekst �s��tʃŋ/ noun online searching
in which every word of the source docu-
ment can be retrieved
full text searchfull text search /�fυl tekst �s��tʃ/
noun a search for something carried out
through all the text in a file or database
rather than limited to an area or block
functionfunction /�f�ŋkʃən/ noun the purpose
or role of something
functionalfunctional /�f�ŋkʃən(ə)l/ adjective
useful or practical rather than attractive
functional illiteratefunctional illiterate /�f�ŋkʃ(ə)nəl |

�ltərət/ noun somebody whose reading
and writing abilities are inadequately
developed to meet everyday needs
functional literacyfunctional literacy /�f�ŋkʃ(ə)nəl
�lt(ə)rəsi/ noun the level of skill in
reading and writing that a person needs
to cope with everyday adult life
function codefunction code /�f�ŋkʃən kəυd/,
function key /�f�ŋkʃən ki�/ noun a
code or key which makes a part of a
computer program work
fundingfunding /�f�ndŋ/ noun money
provided for a particular purpose
furnishfurnish /�f��nʃ/ verb to provide or
supply something
further educationfurther education /�f��ðər �edjυ |

�keʃ(ə)n/ noun a system of education
for people over the official school
leaving age
future policyfuture policy /�fju�tʃə �pɒlsi/ noun
plans for the development of an organi-
sation in the near future
fuzzy logicfuzzy logic /�f�zi �lɒd�k/ noun logic
that allows for imprecise or ambiguous
answers to questions, forming the basis
of computer programming designed to
mimic human intelligence
fuzzy searchfuzzy search /�f�zi s��tʃ/ noun a
computer search that returns not only
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exact matches to the search request, but
also close matches that include possibil-
ities and allow for such things as
spelling errors

fxfx abbreviation in Internet addresses,
the top-level domain for France, Metro-
politan
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